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The brew crew: BioBrew director Andre Prassinos (left) and BioBrew Otago director Kris Nicol display

the probiotic mixture they make for farm animals.

Positive test results
for animal BioBrew

By DAN HUTCHINSON

A UNIQUE “brew” for farm ani-
mals has bubbled out of a Balclutha
garage and is being reproduced at
micro breweries throughout New
Zealand.

The  BioBrew  concoction,
designed to improve the digestive
system and overall health of ani-
mals, works on the same principle as
probiotic yoghurts with humans.

Co-founder and BioBrew direc-
tor Andre Prassinos said larger
premises of a barn near Kaka Point
had replaced the original brewery in
a garage.

There are also breweries making
BioBrew in Canterbury and Wai-
kato.

The brew provides bacteria its
creators say can cure all sorts of
problems.

Mr Prassinos said there were
other “healthy bacteria” products
on the market, but when it came to
retaining the living bacteria in large

quantities, the brew needed to be
fresh.

About 20ml of the brew a day
provided millions of beneficial bac-
teria that helped the fermentation
process inside the stomach.

A trial run has just been com-
pleted at Telford and its results were
celebrated at a function at Telford
at the end of last month.

Eighty calves were split into four
groups. Two groups were fed the
BioBrew supplement.

The trial was run by Kim Phillips,
of Telford Farms, and the results
compiled by Grant Bennett, of
Lincoln University.

The trial found that calves taking
the BioBrew probiotics demon-
strated improved feed conversion,
were easier to handle, and improved
the transition from colostrum to
warm milk and from warm milk to
cold milk better.

They also put on the same
amount of weight but required 500g
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a day less in supplementary feed.

Mr Prassinos and his Kaka Point
neighbour Kris Nicol are joint
owners of the Kaka Point brewery,
with other franchise owners in
Waikato and Canterbury.

Mr Prassinos and another partner
also own the parent franchise that
supplies its breweries with the
necessary ingredients, brewing tanks
and other equipment.

He said the product had a shelf
life of two weeks and was being fed
to animals in a variety of ways
including in their trough water and
with molasses or other supplement-
ary feeds.

Mr Nicol said the BioBrew was
also great for balancing septic tanks
and effluent pits.

He said the testing was important
to prove the product had a measur-
able benefit but many farmers were
using the product simply because it
improved the wellbeing of their
animals.

Wite’s study led to idea
for probiotic product

CO-FOUNDER and BioBrew direc-
tor Andre Prassinos said the idea for
a probiotic brew to improve the
digestive system and overall health of
animals arose when his wife studied
organics at Lincoln University three
years ago.

Mr Prassinos had since teamed up
with Lincoln scientist and probiotic
expert Don Pearson on the BioBrew
product.

Mr Prassinos, who has a business
and sales background, said it was
surprising that a fresh, probiotic
product had not been marketed for
livestock before, given the recognised
health benefits to humans.

The same bacteria could also

remove odours from septic tanks and
effluent ponds and be spread on
paddocks to help the breakdown of
organic matter in the soil but it was
the health benefit to livestock that
was the focus of marketing.

Mr Prassinos said farmers were
naturally sceptical about the product
because there were many -claims
made by many salespeople vying for
their business.

“Their eyes glaze over and they
think we are selling the latest snake
oil.

“There are very few products
where the salesman can rock up and
take a sip. Most products, they would
die.”

Sowing Brassicas & Fodder Beets?
We supply and blend all lime, phosphate, and trace elements for

your requirements. For free advice and to order AgLime90
call 0800 163 361, visit www.ablime.co.nz, or ask your local carrier.
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ALPINE CLEARSPAN SHEDS

uy Alpine, Buy Peace of mind

v" Galvanised box section rafters v Robust & Solid
v Kitset or Erected v" Bird Proof v Free Delivery

Phone now for a FREE brochure pack.

0800 428 453

www.alpinebuildings.co.nz

Alpine Farm
Buildings

AGCO NETWRAP

WILL KEEP YOU B

LING

AGCO Netwrap is the only choice when it comes to your baling needs this

season.

AGCO Netwrap is the only netwrap that gives you the benefits of extra
length, edge to edge technology and high strength, without the hassle of a

heavier roll.

Available in 4200m and Rondotex 3150m rolls, AGCO netwrap will save you

time, money and waste.

Don’t risk using inferior netwrap on your machine this season.
Insist on AGCO netwrap and twin and gain peace of mind.

You can rely on AGCO packaging products -

they carry a 12 month warranty.
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THE GENUINE CHOICE

SOUTHLAND  OTAGO ¢ CANTERBURY

Invercargill 260 Dee Street, 03 211-0013

Gore Lyne Street, 03 203-9970

Mosgiel 31 Gladstone Road, 03 489 8199
Timaru 280 Hilton Highway, 03 688-7401
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